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One of our clients, Mr. X, misunderstood the 
meaning of �totalization.� He thought that 
even though he does not have enough credits 
in the U.S., he can count some credits from 
the more-than-enough credits in Japan to 
establish his eligibility to receive benefits from 
the U.S., & simultaneously still enjoy the 
benefits from Japan. This is a very common 
mistake due to the ambiguous title of the 
agreement: totalization.  
 

Mr. X, in fact, will never receive benefits 
from both systems unless he accumulates 
enough credits in the U.S., because when the 
Social Security Administration in the U.S. 
contacts the Social Insurance Agency in 
Japan to inquire the credits, it will find out that 
he is receiving benefits in Japan, & will not 
grant him the eligibility to receive from the 
U.S.. On the other hand, if Mr. X has been 
receiving benefits from the U.S. and he 
applies for benefits in Japan, the Social 
Insurance Agency in Japan will have a record 
that some credits were counted by another 
country, & therefore he is no longer eligible to 
receive from Japan, either. 
 

Again, the basic rule is, you pay to one 
system only, so you should get from only one 
system as well. More cases (continued from 
previous issue) are as follows: 
 

Case 3: Mr. C is a Japanese citizen & a U.S. 
permanent resident who had worked in Japan 
for 3 years and worked in the U.S. for 8 
years. Since there is no way for him to meet  
the 25 year requirement in Japan, he decides 
to receive benefits in the U.S.. The Social 
Security Administration contacts the 
Japanese Social Insurance Agency to find out 
that he has at least 2 years in Japan.  
 

Since Mr. C does have more than 2 years 
in Japan, the Social Security Administration 
counts the 2 years toward his 8 years in the 
U.S., so he can have a total of 10 years to 
qualify. Then Social Security Administration 
will take the average of the wages he made  
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during the 8 years & assign to the 2 years he 
worked in Japan proportionately. 
 

Interpretation: Mr. D was in the U.S. for 10 
years prior to this agreement; therefore, he 
had paid 10 years of FICA taxes. After this 
agreement came into effect, if he already has 
25 years of credits in Japan, he can claim 
benefits from both countries according to 
each country�s rule and regulations. 
 
 

Note: When benefit is claimed from the U.S. 
and credit counting from Japan is necessary, 
the beneficiary is required to have at least 6 
credits in the U.S. before counting. On the 
other hand, when benefit is claimed from 
Japan & credit counting from the U.S. is 
necessary, the beneficiary is required to have 
at least one month of credit in Japan before 
counting. 
 
After all these examples, you might be 
wondering, �What if I was in the U.S. already 
when this agreement came into effect?� The 
answer is very simple, starting October 1, 
2005,                                  (Continued on  page 2) 
 
which is the date this agreement became 
effective, 
you should be paying to one system only. If 
you did not have 40 credits by October 1, 
2005, all the payments to the U.S. Social 
Security would go to somebody else who is 
eligible to receive benefits. 
 

If you misinterpret the agreement just like 
one of our clients, Mr. X, you might end up 
receiving nothing at all! Therefore, you need 
to be very careful in order to fully understand 
the rules. After all, it will affect whether you 
can receive your benefits after you retire! 
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One of the general contractors fixed the o utside  water 
system, but he damaged the floor and the walls. He does 
not want to fix the floor & the walls. What can you do? 
 

You can go to small claims court. This is a special court 
where disputes are resolved quickly & inexpensively. The 
rules are simple and informal. Anyone who is 18 years old 
or older can file a claim in small claims court. 
 

How much money can you ask for?  
Generally, in California, an individual can ask for up to 
$7,500 in a small claims court case. Corporations and 
other entities (like, government entities) can ask for up to 
$5,000. 
 

How much does it cost? (See Chart on Bottom) 
Amount of your claim: Filing Fee 
$0 to $1,500 $30 
$1,500.01 to $5,000 $50 
$5,000.01 to $7,500 $75 
Be aware of rules & restrictions for small claims c ourt:  
·  A lawyer cannot represent you in court. However, you 

can talk to a lawyer before or after court.   
·  You will go to court for a hearing between 20 & 70 

days after you file your claim. 
·  You cannot appeal if you are the plaintiff of the claim. 

If someone else files a claim against you & you lose, 
you, the defendant, can appeal. 

 

When is the applicable period to file a claim?  
Here are some tips: 
·  Personal injury -within 2 years.  
·  Breach of oral contract -within 2 years.  
·  Breach of written contract -within 4 years.  
·  Property damage -within 3 years.  
·  Fraud -within 3 years after you find out about fraud.  
·  Suing a government / public agency -within 6 months.  
 

Filling Steps: 
1. Find the person or business you are suing 

Please refer to link on how to find a person. 
http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/smallclaims/   

2. Find the Right Court 
Each county in California has a small claims court. 
Usually, you file your claim in the court where the 
defendant lives or does business. 

3. Fill out the Form & File the Form 
4.   Serve (service) your Claim 

What is "service"? 
"Service" or "serving" is when someone—not you or 
anyone else listed in this case—gives a copy of your 
court papers to the person you are suing.  
 
Who can serve? 
A friend,a process server, or the Sheriff. Server must 
be at least 18 & not listed in the case. 
·  A "process server" is someone you pay to deliver 

court forms. Look in the Yellow Pages under 
"Process Serving."  
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Very often, many people spend a lot of time, and 
waste time, on the desktops and laptops for work. 
Why? They have to move their hands between 
keyboard and mouse / touch pad.  
 

In general, more people now use a laptop computer 
rather than a desktop computer, as they are required to 
respond even when they are “away” from their office.  
 

With a laptop computer, the inefficiency & 
Inconvenience of using  a touch pad, and may be a  
frustrating experience. Then, I recommend using a 
function key or shortcut keys  to save time.   

                                   

A function key is a key on a computer which can be 
programmed so as to cause an operating system 
command interpreter or application program to perform 
certain actions.  
 

A keyboard shortcut, on the other hand, is a key or set 
of keys that performs a predefined function. 
 

Useful function keys: 

F2  is used in Windows Explorer, Visual Studio & 
othert programs to rename files or other items. 

Under the Windows environment, the Alt + F4  key is 
commonly used to quit or close portions of an 
application.  

F5  is commonly used as a refresh key in many web 
browsers & other applications. 
 

F11  activates the full screen mode on most browsers.  

F10  generally activates the menu bar, while 

Shift + F10  activates a context menu.  
Other function key assignments common to Microsoft 

Word application are: F7  to check spelling, 

Shift + F1  reveals formatting.  
 

Once you get used to it, you notice that your computing 
becomes much faster and you can allocate your time 
wisely. 
 

(See List of Shortcuts on Page 3) 
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The Sheriff (or Marshal if your county has one) can 
also deliver court forms. Ask the court clerk how to 
contact the Sheriff. Or look in the county section of your 
phone book under "Sheriff." You must pay the Sheriff, 
unless you qualify for a fee waiver. 
 

5. Attend the Hearing 
Many people might want to sue someone for many 
reasons. However, most of them give up because they 
think it is a time consuming & costly processing. Small 
claim court system is a right solution. Everybody should 
be familiar with it. 
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